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BISHOP, McCARTHY, ISRAEL ANNOUNCE $300,000,000 
GRANT TO BRING LI COMMUTERS TO NY’S EAST SIDE 

Funds to connect LIRR to Grand Central Terminal 
 
Washington, DC – Representatives Tim Bishop (NY-1), Carolyn McCarthy (NY-4), and Steve Israel 
(NY-2) today announced a $300,000,000 U.S. Department of Transportation grant for the Long Island 
Rail Road’s (LIRR) East Side Access Project.  These funds will be used to connect the LIRR to the 
historic Grand Central Terminal, providing easier access for Long Island residents to New York’s East 
Side, which will significantly shorten commuting times. 
 
“The long stalled dream of direct East Side Access for Long Islanders who commute or travel into New 
York City can now become a reality,” Bishop said.  “The East Side Access Project will expand the LIRR 
to service Grand Central Terminal, providing LIRR travelers an East Side alternative to Penn Station and 
saving significant time for thousands of people.  These funds will allow this important expansion to go 
forward without overburdening New York’s taxpayers.” 
 
“These funds will directly assist the residents of the 4th Congressional District,” said McCarthy.  “The 
LIRR's Eastside Access plan will reduce commute times and congestion while taking positive steps to 
protect the environment.  I am proud to support the LIRR's efforts.” 
 
“The East Side Access project is crucial to our regional competitiveness,” said Israel.  “Earlier this year, I 
released a report on the transportation habits of those living and working on Long Island. It found that 
more and more residents of New York City are ‘reverse commuting’ to jobs on Long Island.  
Additionally, we must continue to make Long Island an attractive place to call home for the many 
individuals that commute into the city for work from the Island.  The East Side Access project will ensure 
that Long Island remains a great place to both live and work.” 
 
Currently, nearly 500 of the LIRR’s daily trains originate or terminate at Penn Station.  The East Side 
Access Project will expand LIRR access to Grand Central Terminal by constructing a 5,500-foot tunnel 
from the LIRR main line in Sunnyside, Queens to an existing tunnel under the East River at 63rd Street, 
where LIRR trains will use the lower level of this bi-level structure.  A second 5,000-foot tunnel will 
carry LIRR trains from the 63rd street tunnel under Park Avenue and into a separate and distinct LIRR 
terminal in the western portion of the lower level of Grand Central Terminal. 
 
Chartered in 1834, the Long Island Rail Road is comprised of 700 miles of track, serving 124 stations in 
Suffolk, Nassau, Queens, Brooklyn, and Manhattan between Montauk and Penn Station.  The primary 
alternative for Long Island residents seeking to avoid congested highways, the LIRR provides service for 
81 million customers each year. 
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